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Digital divide surfaces as univs
weigh UG admission test option

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: The online-offline de-
bate has again surfaced, this ti-
me for undergraduate admis-
sions.

With the state board, CBSE
and CISCE cancelling the Class
XIIboard examsasaprecaution
against the novel coronavirus,
several universities are explo-
ring the option of holding ent-
rance tests. Some private uni-
versities and institutions are
thinking of online entrance ex-
ams, while others, mostly state-
run universities, say they may
hold physical exams, conside-
ring the digital divide among
students.

“Entrance tests could not be
held atJadavpur University last
year due to the pandemic. Onli-
ne admission tests were ruled
out as many applicants would
not have had access to high-spe-
ed internet. In 2019, the arts fa-
culty admitted students based
on admission test marks and
PlusTI scores. This formula is

@ The university always admitted students on
Plus-Il marks but there will be deviation this
year. Admission tests will show a candidate’s
potential to study a programme he or she intends to.
it will give a level playing field to all applicants
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likely to be reintroduced as the
admissions begin in July,” said
an arts faculty teacher. A mee-
ting of the UG admissions com-
mittee or individual faculties
will be convened after the state
council announces the Plus-Il
marking formula. “Some scien-
ce departments are keen on ent-
rance exams. But that will de-
pend on the logistics and feasi-
bility in August,” said a science
faculty teacher, adding a final
call would be taken after the

marking formula was framed.
Calcutta University has
adopted a wait-and-watch poli-
cy. “A decision will be taken in
the syndicate meeting,” said a
CU official. Presidency Univer-
sity has, however, scheduled its
UG admission tests in August,
to be conducted by West Bengal
Joint Entrance Examination
Board. “Till now, the plan
holds,” said a WBJEE official.
The official said, “The entrance
test is unlikely to be moved onli-

ne as candidates may find it dif-
ficult to access internet.”

But St Xavier’s University,
Kolkata, will hold online ent-
rance tests this year. Vicechan-
cellor Father Felix Raj said so
far, the university admitted UG
students based on their Plus-IT
scores. But there willbe adevia-
tion this year and admissions
willentirely bebased onentran-
cetestscores. Theonlineadmis-
sion tests will be held between
July 10 and 12. A set of mock
tests will also be conducted on
July 8and 9. The online submis-
sion of application forms and
fees started from June 14 and
will continue till July 3. “The
entrance tests will examine
candidates’ proficiency in Eng-
lishand reasoningskills. . It will
give a level playing field to all
applicants,” Fr Felix Raj said.

MAKAUT will continue to
hold online exams for vocatio-
nal programmes, including
BBA and BCA. “Our applicants
haveaccesstointernet,” said vi-
ce-chancellor, Saikat Maitra.
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