30 more
seats at
Xavier Law
School

MITAMUKHERJEE

New Town: A flood of requests
from students has prompted St
Xavier's University to open 30
moreseats at its law school.

Senior officials of the uni
versity held a meeting and de
cided to increase the number
of seats at Xavier Law School
from 150 to 180 considering the
number of queries since the
admission test, vice-chancel
lor Father Felix Raj said on
Friday.

An entrance test will be
held on July 25 to fill the 30
new seats. The results will be
declared on July 27 and appli-
cations will have to be sent
from July 18to 24.

The first round of Xavier
Law Admission Test (XLAT)
had to be held at short notice
— on July 14 — because the
New Town university had got
the Bar Council of India’s nod
to run the law course only in
the first week of July.

The council regulates legal
education across the country.

Students have been writ
ing to the university in large
numbers since the XLAT, say
ing they had missed the dead-
line for sending applications
and pleading for another ad
mission test,

Many of the prospective
candidates had probably not
seen the announcement seek
ingapplications on the univer-
sity's website, the VC said.
Some failed to apply because
of the early deadline.

The results of the first
round of XLAT had been pub-
lished and all 150 seats filled by
the time the university decid-
ed to increase theseat count.

The increase in the num-
ber of seats may not be com-
mensurate with the demand
but it shows how sought-after
law courses have become.

Students are keen on pur-
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suing a law course at a rep
utable institution such as St
Xavier's University because
legal education is becoming in-
creasingly popular among stu-
dents from all threestreams —
science, arts and commerce,
National law schools such
as the National University of
Juridical Sciences (NUJS), in
Calcutta, are among the most
sought-after institutions for
plus-II students because of the
multiple earning opportuni-
ties their LLB courses offer.
Earlier, only those who
wanted to be lawyer would be
interested inlegal education.
The concept of legal profes-

St Xavier's University

sion has since changed with
the emergence of areas where
skilled legal professionals are
in demand, NUJS vice-chan
cellor NLK. Chakrabarti said.

Citing instances, he said:
“The corporate houses need
transactional lawyers. Unlike
in the past, top government
bodies such as oil companies
have their own legal sections.
We now need experts inintel-
lectual property rights and
cyber law and in many more
new subjects. These new areas
have made legal education,
particularly those offered by
reputable institutions, very
popular.”

St Xavier's University sees
in the flood of requests for a
second admission test a recog
nition of the credibility it has
achieved in offering higher ed-
ucation.

“After we stopped accept-
ing the applicationsin the first
phase, we were flooded with
enquiries for admissions,”
Felix Raj said.

Xavier Law School, he
said, has been set up on the
lines of national law schools.
The curriculum has been
framed in such a way that stu-
dents after graduating can
practise law in court, work as
consultant, or join the corpo-

rate sector or law firms.

Law graduates will also
have the option to join eivil
service or NGOs, or pursue
higher studiesin law.

The first set 0f150 seats in
cludes 100 for the BA LLB
(honours) course and 50 for
the BCom LLB (honours)
course.

Of the 30 new seats, 20 are
for the BA LLB (honours)
course and the rest for the
BCom LLB (honowrs) course.

The BA LLB (honours)
class will have two sections of
60 students each, while the
BCom LLB (honours) class
will have onesection.



